####### 

One hour and twanty-one minutes after the first shot rang out 
in Dealey Plaza, the dead President was being readied for return to 
Washington, the Governor was in the first stage of the three-part 
surgery that saved: his life, and Lee Harvey Oswald was in the hands 
of the police, where he was to lose his life. Nine minutes before 
2 P.m., he was in the rear seat of a police oar on his f way to poliee 
headquarters, his hands shackled behind his back and his pockets# un- 
searched. At that moment, the entire nature of the case and the 
responsibilities of the Commission had already changed. 

Until now we have reviewed the assassination and much of the 
tangible evidence the police agen cies and the -Commission related to 
it. W e began with the alleged assassin the night before the crime and 
the victim from his awakening the morning of his assassination. Step 
by step we have retraced the Commission’s information on the crime. 

Now the alleged criminal is in custody. Now the law and public author- 
ity are center stage. This is a new aet of the drama. Oswald is no 
longer only a suspeet. He is now a prisoner. H e is no longer in real 
or fancied flight; he is to be subject to American justice. 



Tiie Commission, in reconstructing the crimes, manages to prove 
the only suspect could not have committed them. The several chapters 
of the next section of this book will spotlight what happened to Oswald 
during the less than two days he was a police prisoner. The Commission 
looked at this unprecedented performance which had ended in li5i ho#rs 
with the murder of °swald. At that moment, all opportunities for a 
legal solution to the assassination ended, itfith no one to take into 
court, there could be no trial. And with the interment of Oswald’s 
body, the only then known source of information about the crimes was 
also buried. Oswald was and remains the lone suspect. 

In turning our attention to what happened to Oswald while he was 
in the hands of public authority, our focus may seem to be on the po- 
lice, his custodians. However, because this is an analysis of the 
Report, the ensuing chapters relate also to the c ommission. Through 
its Report the Coramission was to reveal everything it could learn 
about the assassination. Those last hours of Oswald’ s.7 life, 
therefore, become a most important means of appraising both the police, 
who were charged with the solution of the crimes, and the Commission 


and its Report. 



